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GREATER HOLLAND AREA NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The City of Holland celebrated its seventeenth Annual National Night Out on Monday, August 4, 
2008.  This year’s theme was “Country Fair in the Park”, which was celebrated at one of Holland’s 
popular family parks with approximately 4,000 people in attendance. 

 
This year’s entertainment was a DJ with country sounds, Hoola-Hoop contest, pie eating contest, line 
dance contest, and sack races.  New this year was a senior’s Bingo for people 50 and older, sponsored 
by the Disabled American 
Veterans.  Prizes were given 
away which were donated 
by local merchants. The 
dunk tank was back, 
sponsored by our local 
Target store, where people 
were able to dunk their 
local community leaders.   
Police and Fire vehicles 
were on display, as well as a 
critter barn with live 
animals.  Over 40 local 
organizations were invited 
to the event.  Organizations 
were able to display their 
information and provide a 
fun activity at their table.  
The goal was to provide 
information on resources that are available to the community.  One of the local banks gave away 
popcorn and bottled water.  We also gave away 1,200 free hotdogs and bottled water.   
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Local businesses and our local Target store were sponsors and supporters for this year’s event.   
 
The National Night Out has a planning committee that consists of 12 members from the community 
made up of for profit and nonprofit organizations, as well as a staff member from Target.  The 
committee meets monthly to discuss the plans.  A meeting is also scheduled after the NNO event to 
evaluate the program.   
                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
K9 Officer Paul Moerland and Grego 

Officer Adam Sokolove
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RACE DAY 

 
 
This year’s Race Day was another successful event that 
helps the Department promote traffic safety and 
specifically restraint use. As in years past, various race 
cars and their teams were on hand to showcase their 
racing vehicle and the many types of safety restraints 
that are utilized in those vehicles.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s location was moved from the Meijer 
store to the Market Place at 8th & Pine Avenue.  
This new venue was well received by the 
participants and this will hopefully be the place 
where Race Day 09 can be held.  The event was 

somewhat smaller this year, however we had several citizens from the community attend and the 
atmosphere was a positive one.  Although we did not have a live radio remote as in years past we 
were able to get some "airtime" the morning of the event on the "Scrubs in the Morning" radio show 
at 94.5 Thunder FM.  Our goal for next year’s event will to partner with a major market radio station 
to promote not only Race Day, but to also hopefully develop more public awareness for traffic safety 
issues. 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
                

 

                                Chief John Kruithoff, Officer Rob Brewer 
and Jeff Steere (Rescue 1 Fire Safety for Kids)




