
Submit the plans to Community & Neighborhood Services with the enclosed building 
permit application completed. Plan review may take as long as two weeks. However, 
small and complete plans may be reviewed sooner. We will contact you when your 
permit is ready.

If you have any quesions about this information, please feel free to contact us.

•	 All risers and treads must be the same 
size (within 3/8”) of each other, including 
the first and last. 

•	 All posts must be buried 42” below 
grade when the deck is attached to the 
house.

•	 All beams and ledgers require bolts when 
not sitting on post or house foundation.

•	 All joists require joist hangers when not 
sitting on a beam or a ledger.

R E S I D E N T I A L  D E C K

H O W  T O  G E T  A  P E R M I T

Community & Neighborhood Services • E: permits@cityofholland.com • P: 616-355-1330 • F: 616-546-7058

Community & Neighborhood 
Services
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I  H AV E  P L A N S .  N O W  W H AT ?

Licensed contractors may obtain permits for 
any property. Home-owners may obtain  
permits for their own property. 

W H O  C A N  G E T  A  P E R M I T ?

•	 All walking surfaces that are greater 
than 30” above the adjacent grade 
require a 36” high guardrail. All 
openings in the guardrail must be less 
than 4” between the rails.

•	 All staircases that have 4 or more 
risers require a graspable handrail. A 
2x4 is not graspable.

W H AT  C O D E S  A R E  O F T E N
O V E R L O O K E D ?

Two copies of a site plan and two copies of 
structural plans are required to obtain a 
building permit.

W H AT  D O  I  N E E D  T O
G E T  A  P E R M I T ?
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H o w  T o  G e t  A  P e r m i t :
D e t a c h e d  A c c e s s o r y 

B u i l d i n g

Setbacks and yard requirements can be fairly complicated. Your property survey may show the 
setbacks for your property, otherwise we will be glad to answer any questions you may have.
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W H E R E  C A N  I  B U I L D  A  D E C K ? 
H O W  B I G  C A N  I T  B E ?
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H o w  T o  G e t  A  P e r m i t :
R e s i d e n t i a l  D e c k

2x10 Joist 16" O.C. Fastened
with..

3'-6"3'-6"

10'-0"

12'-0"
5
4 Treated Deck Boards fastened..

2-2x10 Rim Beam
nailed together, bearing
on notched 6x6 post

All lumber will be pressure
treated, all fasteners galvanized

Treated 6x6 post on
16" concrete pad 42"
below grade

Treated 4x4 post on
12" concrete pad 42"

below grade

Joist Hangers
mounted to ledger

board with 12 "x4"
anchor bolts into

existing house

Guardrail 36" above
surface, spindles

spaced 5" O.C.

All tread and riser heights
within 38", max riser 81

4", min
tread 9"

Graspable type handrail per code

EXISTING
HOUSE

bolts
attach
ledger

board to
house

house

deck

2x10 Joist 16" O.C. Fastened
with..

3'-6"3'-6"

10'-0"

12'-0"
5
4 Treated Deck Boards fastened..

2-2x10 Rim Beam
nailed together, bearing
on notched 6x6 post

All lumber will be pressure
treated, all fasteners galvanized

Treated 6x6 post on
16" concrete pad 42"
below grade

Treated 4x4 post on
12" concrete pad 42"

below grade

Joist Hangers
mounted to ledger

board with 12 "x4"
anchor bolts into

existing house

Guardrail 36" above
surface, spindles

spaced 5" O.C.

All tread and riser heights
within 38", max riser 81

4", min
tread 9"

Graspable type handrail per code

EXISTING
HOUSE

bolts
attach
ledger

board to
house

house

deck

2x10 Joist 16" O.C. Fastened
with..

3'-6"3'-6"

10'-0"

12'-0"
5
4 Treated Deck Boards fastened..

2-2x10 Rim Beam
nailed together, bearing
on notched 6x6 post

All lumber will be pressure
treated, all fasteners galvanized

Treated 6x6 post on
16" concrete pad 42"
below grade

Treated 4x4 post on
12" concrete pad 42"

below grade

Joist Hangers
mounted to ledger

board with 12 "x4"
anchor bolts into

existing house

Guardrail 36" above
surface, spindles

spaced 5" O.C.

All tread and riser heights
within 38", max riser 81

4", min
tread 9"

Graspable type handrail per code

EXISTING
HOUSE

bolts
attach
ledger

board to
house

house

deck

12’-0”

Joist hangers mounted 
to ledger and beams 

per manufacturer’s 
specif icat ions.

(No construcion screws.)

Graspable type handrai l
per code.

Al l  t read and r iser 
height within 3/8”. 
Maximum r iser 
height: 8-1/4”. 
Minimum tread 
depth: 9”.

  2x10 Joist 16” O.C.
Fastened with hangers 
on both ends.

  
2 - 2x10” Rim 
beam nai led 
together, bear ing 
on notched 6”x6” 
post.

10’-0”

5/4” Treated deck 
boards fastened
perpendicular 
to jo ist.

  
Treated 6”x6” 
post on 16” 
concrete pad 
42” below 
grade.

  Treated 4”x4” post 
on 12” concrete pad 

42” below grade.

Guardrai l  36” above 
deck surface, less 

than 4” between 
spindles.

Exist ing
House

3’-6”

HOUSE

BOLTS
ATTACH
LEDGER 
BOARD

TO
HOUSE

DECK
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S A M P L E  D E C K  P L A N S

DECK PLAN EXAMPLE

DECK SECTION EXAMPLE
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H o w  T o  G e t  A  P e r m i t :
R e s i d e n t i a l  D e c k

A gaurdrail system is
required where...

Open risers are
permitted..

Nosing is required...

9" is the minimum
tread depth

81
4" is the maximum

riser height

36" is the minimum
stairway width

In any flight of stairs the
greatest nosing projection

may not exceed the smallest
by more than 38".

In any flight of stairs the
greatest tread depth may not
exceed the smallest by more

than 38".

In any flight of stairs the
greatest riser height may not
exceed the smallest by more

than 38".

Handrails must be graspable
and be continuous..

Handrail must be
located between 34"
and 38" above the
nosing of each stair

2x10 Joist 16" O.C. Fastened
with..

3'-6"3'-6"

10'-0"

12'-0"
5
4 Treated Deck Boards fastened..

2-2x10 Rim Beam
nailed together, bearing
on notched 6x6 post

All lumber will be pressure
treated, all fasteners galvanized

Treated 6x6 post on
16" concrete pad 42"
below grade

Treated 4x4 post on
12" concrete pad 42"

below grade

Joist Hangers
mounted to ledger

board with 12 "x4"
anchor bolts into

existing house

Guardrail 36" above
surface, spindles

spaced 5" O.C.

All tread and riser heights
within 38", max riser 81

4", min
tread 9"

Graspable type handrail per code

EXISTING
HOUSE

bolts
attach
ledger

board to
house

house

deck

9” is the minimum
tread depth.

A guardrai l  system is re-
quired where any walking 
surface including stairs is 
greater than 30” above the 
adjacent grade. Guardrai ls 
must be at least 36” high. 
Spindles must be spaced 
less than 4” apart.

Nosing is required when tread 
depth is less than 11”. Nosing 

must be at least 3/4” and no 
greater than 1-1/4”.

In any f l ight of stairs, the 
greatest nosing project ion may 

not exceed the smal lest by 
more than 3/8”.

Handrai l  must be lo-
cated between 34” and 
38” above the nosing 
of each stair.

  
Handrai ls must be grasp-
able and be cont inuous 
from a point direct ly above 
the top and bottom r isers. 
Ends of handrai l  must return 
into post or wal l .

In any f l ight of stairs, the 
greatest tread depth may not 

exceed the smal lest 
by more than 3/8”.

36” is the minimum 
stairway width.

Open r isers more than 30” 
above grade may not have 
openings larger than 4”.

8-1/4” is the maximum
riser height.

In any f l ight of stairs, the 
greatest r iser height may not 

exceed the smal lest by 
more than 3/8”.

Al l  lumber wi l l  be 
pressure treated. 

Al l  fasteners galvanized.

3’-6”

3’

 Less than 
4” between 

spindles.
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B A S I C  S TA I R W AY  R E Q U I R E M E N T S


