
Reel Time Film Series 2024 
IRC Movie Recommenda�ons 

 
The International Relations Commission offers this listing of films for 
private, home viewing. The films selected for the Reel Time Film Series 
2024 public screenings can be found at reeltime.cityofholland.com. 

 
The Story of the Weeping Camel (2004) 87 minutes. 
Loca�on: Mongolia 
Language: Chinese. No sub�tles 
DVD only/purchase through Amazon 

In Mongolia's Gobi Desert, a camel belonging to a group of nomadic shepherds gives 
birth to a white calf. It's a rare occurrence, and the shepherds watch as the unusually 
colored offspring is rejected by its mother. Without its mother's milk, the calf will die. 
To save its life, the nomads send two boys (Enkhbulgan Ikhbayar, Uuganbaatar 
Ikhbayar) on a journey across the desert to find a musician in the village whose song 
may compel the camel to accept its calf. 

 

Lunana, A Yak in the Classroom (2019) 150 minutes.  
Loca�on: Bhutan 
Language: Dzongkha with English sub�tles 
Available on Ne�lix htps://www.ne�lix.com/�tle/81587946  

A disillusioned schoolteacher is transferred to the most remote school in the world, cut 
off from modern life deep in the Himalayan glaciers.  In a classroom with no electricity 
or even a blackboard, he finds himself with only a yak and a song that echoes through 
the mountains. 

 

 

We Feed People (2022) 90 minutes. Na�onal Geographic documentary with Chef Jose 
Andreas  
Loca�on: World Central Kitchen loca�ons 
Language: English 
htps://films.na�onalgeographic.com/we-feed-people  
Available on Disney and Hulu 

WE FEED PEOPLE, from OscarⓇ-winning director Ron Howard, spotlights renowned 
chef José Andrés and his nonprofit World Central Kitchen’s incredible mission and 
evolu�on over 12 years, from being a scrappy group of grassroots volunteers to 
becoming one of the most highly regarded humanitarian aid organiza�ons in the 
disaster relief sector. 

https://www.netflix.com/title/81587946


The Swimmers, (2022) 135 minutes 
Loca�on: Syria, 2016 Rio Olympics 
Language: English 
Available on Ne�lix  

Two Syrian sisters flee their war-torn home in Damascus, swim for hours in choppy 
Mediterranean seas to reach Greece as asylum seekers before going on to compete 
at the Rio Olympic Games. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
My Neighbor Totoro (1988), 86 minutes, animated 
Loca�on: 1950s Japan 
Language: English (Disney distribu�on) 
Available on Max, Amazon Prime, YouTube, and Google Play Movies  

This acclaimed animated tale by director Hayao Miyazaki follows schoolgirl Satsuke 
and her younger sister, Mei, as they setle into an old country house with their father 
and wait for their mother to recover from an illness in an area hospital. As the sisters 
explore their new home, they encounter and befriend playful spirits in their house 
and the nearby forest, most notably the massive cuddly creature known as Totoro. 

 
 

 
Others Before Self (2022), 54 minutes 
loca�on: Tiber 
Language: English and Tibetan with Sub�tles 
Available through Good Docs 

Learn how child refugees keep their culture alive a�er China took their 
country. The kids at Tibetan Children's Village tell the story of the occupa�on of 
Tibet and show how their school teaches the wisdom of their culture and helps 
them work towards returning to their homeland. Deeply rooted in Tibetan 
Buddhism and tradi�ons, these young voices rise in hope and anger as they work 
to keep their way of life in the face of the Chinese occupa�on. An in�mate and 
visually stunning portrait of the lives, history, and beliefs of the young refugees at 

Tibetan Children's Village in the Indian Himalayas. 

https://gooddocs.net/collections/new-releases/products/others-before-self


La Bonga (2023), 77 minutes 
Loca�on: Caribbean 
Language: Spanish with English & French Sub�tles 
Available through Good Docs 

On April 5, 2001, shortly a�er a nearby massacre at the hands of paramilitaries, 
two hooded strangers delivered a leter to the farming town of La Bonga. The note 
accused the people of sympathizing with the FARC, the largest guerrilla group in 
Colombia. They were given 48 hours to either leave or be forcibly removed. The 
en�rety of La Bonga fled that same day. Prompted by the tenuous Colombian 
peace agreements of 2016 and led by the only person who has atempted to live 
there again––María de los Santos––the townspeople decide to resurrect a 
celebra�on honoring their patron saint. To do so, they must confront the jungle 
and face the reali�es of reconstruc�ng a place that no longer is. 

 
 

Wri�ng with Fire (2021) 93 minutes 
Loca�on: India 
Language: Hindi with English Sub�tles 
Available on Amazon Prime, Apple TV, Google Play Movies & TV, and VUDU 

In a clutered news landscape dominated by men, emerges India’s only 
newspaper run by Dalit and marginalized women. Armed with smartphones, 
Chief Reporter Meera and her journalists break tradi�ons, be it on the frontlines 
of India's biggest issues or within the confines of their homes, redefining what it 
means to be powerful. A double Sundance winner, and the first Indian feature 
documentary to be nominated for an Oscar. Please note: There is conversation 
around sexual violence and rape in the film. 

 

 

Delikado (2021) 94 minutes 
Loca�on: Philippines 
Language: English & Tagalog with English Sub�tles 
Available through Good Docs 

Palawan appears to be an idyllic tropical island, one of Asia’s hotest new tourist 
des�na�ons. But for a �ny network of environmental crusaders and vigilantes 
trying to protect its spectacular natural resources, it is more akin to a 
batlefield. DELIKADO follows Bobby, Tata, and Nieves, three magne�c leaders of 
this network, as they risk their lives in David versus Goliath-style struggles trying 
to stop poli�cians and businessmen from destroying the Philippines’ “last 
ecological fron�er”. It is a �mely film emblema�c of the struggles globally for land 
defenders as they are being killed in record numbers trying to save natural 
resources from being plundered by corpora�ons and governments.  

https://gooddocs.net/collections/new-releases/products/la-bonga
https://gooddocs.net/products/delikado?_pos=1&_sid=9348873f4&_ss=r

