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CORE COUNCIL MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk186137]
Monday, September 18, 2025 | 5:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers, City Hall

1. The meeting was called to order by Joan McCluskey at 5:07 p.m.

2. Present: Yazlen Ochoa, Henrik Bauman, Leila Sundararajan, Maggie Telgenhof, Ann Chung, Doreen Sun, Jaslynn Campos, Joseph Le, June McDonald, Luke Teusink, Joan McCluskey, Esther Fifelski

Absent: Drew Rothstein, Xavier Murphy

3. The surprise speaker was cancelled.

4. Joan explained duties of officers
a. Chair – presides over the meetings. (Yazlen is running for Chair)
b. Vice Chair – will preside over the meeting in the absence of the chairperson. Also, the person in this position will post items on the Holland Youth Council (HYAC) Instagram account. The different committees will send photos and a brief description requesting they post it. (Doreen Sun, Henrik Bauman, Jaslynn Campos are running for Vice Chair)
c. Secretary – will record the minutes of the meeting (take notes) and email Joan the recorded minutes. (Ann Chung is running for Secretary)
d. Those interested may email Joan before next meeting.

5. Committee Reports
a. June McDonald, Recreation Comm. – June stated that the Recreation Committee reviewed previous projects and students talked about new projects. Students decided to help out at Fall Fest on October 4th.
b. Doreen Sun, MAX Transit – Doreen stated that MAX Transit hired a new accountant. They have also ordered more electric buses.
c. Drew Rothstein, West Michigan Airport – Drew was absent from Core Council.
d. Xavier Murphy, Neighborhood Improvement – Xavier was absent from Core Council.
e. Henrik Bauman, Downtown Development Authority – Henrik said that the committee discussed Tulip City Golf Sims was seeking a liquor license. The vacancy rate for downtown was 7%. Cost of parking and snowmelt increased.
f. Ann Chung Police Community Relations – Have not met yet.
g. Leila Sundararajan, Human Relations – Have not met yet.
h. Maggie Telgenhof, Parks & Recreation – The Parks Department changed the name of Lakeview School Park to Lugers Park. It goes to approval by Council on October 1st.
i. Jaslyn Campos, Teen Court – The Teen Court meeting was cancelled, they will meet this week.
j. Joseph Le, Environmental Comm. – The committee heard about officer roles. The students decided to continue overseeing the native plant garden at Jefferson School this school year. HYAC students went kayaking and learned about the watershed. 
k. Luke Teusink Social Services – The committee heard about roles of officers. They discussed past projects. After some discussion, it was determined that the students will get pricing for items(household cleaning supplies) for May baskets, a possible project.
l. Yazlen Ochoa, International Relations Comm. – International Festival is September 27th. The Naturalization Ceremony is on Sept. 25th at the Civic Center and International students will be celebrated on Sept. 24th. Commissioners discussed having the commission set up a table at soccer games and football games to share with local folks what the IRC does. 

6. Motivational Speaker – students reviewed the clips of 6 motivational speakers for high schoolers. The students discussed their favorite speakers. Yazlen moved that David Edward Garcia be chosen as the speaker for Holland High, Doreen seconded the motion. All in favor. 

7. Staff update - Joan
a. Joan reminded all Core Council members that they are expected to give a report detailing what their board is doing or discussing. If they cannot attend a Core Council meeting, they must submit a written report to Joan or the Chair. 
b. Joan asked the students to think about orientation and suggest any improvements. 
c. Presentation to City Council on October 15th at 6:00 p.m.  Students and parents are invited. Small reception following in atrium. Yazlen and Henrik offered to attend and read the names of students.
d. Social Justice Awards, https://www.cityofholland.com/FormCenter/Human-Relations-4/Nomination-for-2025-Social-Justice-Award-77 
e. Volunteer for International Festival, September 27th. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0449A8A72EA5F49-57617392-2025#/ 
f. Joan passed around the signup for Regular Council meetings.
g. If students have any food allergies or restrictions, let Joan know.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk140674389]Students participated in the ice breaker – Treasure Hunt.

9. Next Meeting: October 16, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.

10. Yazlen moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:06 p.m. and Doreen seconded the motion. All students were in favor.

11. No group photo was taken. We will take one next month.

Minutes submitted by Joan McCluskey
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