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CORE COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, December 18, 2025 | 5:00 p.m.
Council Chambers of City Hall
1. The meeting was called to order by Yazlen Ochoa at 5:02 p.m.
2. Present: Yazlen Ochoa, Drew Rothstein, Henrik Bauman, Leila Sundararajan, Ann Chung, Doreen Sun, Jaslynn Campos, Joseph Le, Luke Teusink, Joan McCluskey, Esther Fifelski
Absent: Maggie Telegenhof, June McDonald

3. Students participated in the ice breaker — Christmas gifts, holiday movies.

4. Approval of last meeting minutes, motioned by Drew, seconded by Doreen.

5. Students voted on the Social Justice winner.

6. Committee Reports
a. Yazlen Ochoa, International Relations Comm. – Yazlen stated that IRC conducted their 2027 planning meeting, as well as introduced the idea of an academic world quest, where teachers/coaches prepared students with trivia on international topics/politics.
b. Doreen Sun MAX Transit – Doreen stated MAX Transit was beginning to introduce electric buses, with a few already being used.
c. Drew Rothstein, West Michigan Airport - Drew stated WMA was working on the North Taxi Lane project, as well as noted a need for snow removal equipment.
d. Henrik Bauman, Downtown Development Authority – Henrik stated the DDA wants to introduce budget increases for electric charging stations downtown, as well as noting the ice rink has been added to the Social District.
e. Ann Chung Police Community Relations – Ann stated that PCR discussed updates on schools, noting both a rise in truancy as well as vaping. The police department is also starting to create a new budget for the next semester, and also noted PCR is reintroducing the Shop with a Hero event.
f. Leila Sundararajan, Human Relations – Leila stated HR wants to do a special presentation with Out on the Lakeshore, focusing on strengthening their community and supporting marginalized communities.
g. Maggie Telgenhof, Parks & Recreation – Maggie was absent from Council. Parks & Recreation has not met.
h. Jaslyn Campos, Teen Court – Jaslyn stated Teen Court has cases scheduled for January 12th, 2026.
i. Joseph Le, Environmental Comm. – Joseph noted the Environmental Comm. is starting their video project, to spread awareness for recycling. The committee had 2 different ideas: awareness in “wish recycling”, and special recycling locations.
j. Luke Teusink Social Services – Luke stated SS volunteered on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, going to and helping the Resale Community Action House store. SS also still haven’t heard from Meijer.
k. June McDonald Recreation Comm. – June noted the cookie decorating at Boys & Girls Club was a success, with teen B&G members helping volunteer.

7. Motivational speaker fundraising update
a. The subcommittee is continually working on drafting a letter for a grant, and has decided on 2 organizations: Gentex and Hayworth Helps. They also have lined up two grants, an educational grant, as well as a Holland High School grant.

8. June, Luke, Joseph
a. Joan told the students to let Henrik know when an event happens, so that he can put it on Instagram.

9. Staff update – Joan
a. Drew signed up for a council meeting.

10.  Next Meeting: January 15, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

11.  Doreen moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:04 p.m. All students were in favor.

Minutes submitted by Ann Chung
image1.jpg




